

          The Poem as Present: Workshop on Poetry Reading 





    (Ernesto Estrella Cózar)
The Poem as Present asks participants to rethink poetry’s traditional legacy and its aesthetic and social function in the context of other Arts through one specific lens: the act of reading. Its main purpose is to create and develop tools towards a deeper, more radical approach to reading (theoretically and performatively), one that enhances the poem’s capacity to emerge as present in our experience and act upon it. The work along those two levels will expose the participants to new insights on how to read a poem and to an extension of the creative act of poetry writing. 

The seminar will take place during two 90 minutes sessions.
The poetic performance “Out of the word, into the sound” will be presented at the end of the seminar in an event open to the general public. 
These questions will be at the ground of the workshop’s dynamic: 

Where is the Poem?
An open dialogue concerning some basic issues related to poetic discourse, its historical evolution and its current situation. The poem’s social and aesthetic role and function, its specificity and its role among other arts will be discussed.  
Can a poem be read?
A very brief selection of poems will be explored in detail. The critical and historical dimension will be momentarily left aside to develop a direct relation with the poem, as well as to understand both what happens inside it and how this is articulated through a diversity of strategies in each piece. Here we will embark on a general revision and opening of the process of reading and its consequences.  
Out of poem, without leaving it?
A short examination of poetry through a group of individual authors who have taken the visual, sonorous and performative nature of the poem as a starting point for their creative search. We will pay special attention to the altered relation with the reader provoked by these new media and the modifications that come with the channels and format in which the poem is received. 
